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Key messages:  

 Migrant flows is an EU-wide problem. 
 EU member states must maintain sanctions against Russia until complete 

implementation of Minsk agreements. 
 Need to ensure Ukraine’s sovereignty, territorial integrity and rapprochement with 

the EU. 
 Conflict resolution impossible without an international monitoring of the Ukraine-

Russia border - need to strengthen the OSCE special monitoring mission and ensure 
its free movement and security. 

 Lithuania ready to increase practical support to Ukraine’s reforms in security and 
defence area. 
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Top lines, statements 

 

Ukraine, Russia: 

 “We all must continue to fully support Ukraine while calling on the country to implement all the 
necessary reforms.” (Foreign Minister Linas Linkevičius, 22  April 2015). Read full news release. 

 “Reforms are needed to build Armed Forces capable of defending against aggressor,” Minister of 
National Defence J.Olekas said at the meeting with Ukrainian Minister of Defence Colonel General 
Stepan Poltorak. According to J. Olekas, the reforms would also help to increase public trust and 
support to state institutions. (Minister of National Defence Juozas Olekas, 20 April 2015) Read full 
news release. 

 Dalia Grybauskaitė and Lamberto Zannier discussed regional security issues and OSCE’s role in 
ensuring the implementation of the Minsk agreements. According to the President, it is necessary to 
strengthen the OSCE special monitoring mission and ensure its free movement and security. The 
President pointed out that conflict resolution would be impossible without an international monitoring 
of the Ukraine-Russia border. (20 April 2015). Read full news release. 

 “One of the most important Ukraine lessons for Europe and the entire NATO is that European security 
and future are not achievable without a secure and prosperous Europe, therefore security and 
defence cooperation between NATO and Ukraine must be deepened.” (Minister of National Defence 
Juozas Olekas, 20 April 2015) Read full news release. 

 The Minister of National Defence (Juozas Olekas) addressed possibilities of cooperation by assisting 
the Ukrainian side in arranging aftercare for wounded participants of the Antiterrorism Operation 
(ATO) at the meeting with representatives of Ivano-Frankivsk administration. The meeting officials 
also discussed a possibility to invite children of ATO participants for vacation in Lithuania through 
mediation of NGOs. (21  April 2015). Read full news release. 

 

Security and Defence: 

 Air capabilities of NATO allies and partner nations will train in the Baltic airspace (20 April 2015) Read 
full news release. 

 Over 200 German soldiers have been deployed in Lithuania for combined training and exercises as 
NATO increases the agreed reassurance measures in the Baltic region. The German military 
personnel are bringing various types of military equipment and will take part in combined training 
together with units of the Lithuanian Land Force. (21 April 2015) Read full news release. 

 

Energy security: 

 “Together with Estonia we implement strategic energy and transport projects that contribute to the 
integration of the Baltic infrastructure to the networks of the EU,” said the Lithuanian Foreign Minister. 
He named the synchronization of the Baltic electricity grids with the continental European grid, the 
implementation of the gas transmission project with Poland and the creation of a regional gas market 
as priorities for the energy sector. “During the implementation of these projects it is very important for 
the three Baltic States to cooperate closely with each other and to coordinate with Poland and the 
European Commission.” (Foreign Minister Linas Linkevičius, 22  April 2015). Read full news release. 

 Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) has been signed to agree on common power trading principles 
for the LitPol Link, the new Lithuania-Poland power interconnection planned to open in the end of 
2015. (20 April 2015). Read full news release. 
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 Bilateral relations, Regional cooperation: 

 “The influx of migrants from various turbulent regions of the world is becoming an EU-wide problem. 
We cannot say it is far away from us. The European Union must demonstrate solidarity and take 
complex measures to address refugee flow issues and curb people trafficking.” (President Dalia 
Grybauskaitė, 23 April 2015.) Read full news release. 

 “Moldova, just like Ukraine, is under external political and economic pressures today. Therefore, it 
needs wide-ranging support in maintaining its European choice and territorial integrity, dealing with 
the frozen conflict in Transnistria, and implementing European reforms in the country. Concerted 
efforts by all Moldovan political forces are needed to carry through substantial reforms and ensure the 
well-being of the people.”  (President Dalia Grybauskaitė, 22 April 2015.) Read full news release. The 
Lithuanian head of state underlined that Lithuania also had walked an uneasy path of reforms and 
can now contribute to the development of Moldova with its expert knowledge. Various field-experts 
from Lithuania are already helping Moldova to transform its judiciary, state service, customs and civil 
society sectors. 

 At the meeting with China’s new Ambassador to Lithuania Wei Ruixing, Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Lithuania Linas Linkevičius underlined the importance of promoting business relations, as well as 
cooperation in the sectors of transport, logistics, finance, education and culture.Lithuania’s Foreign 
Minister pointed out that the cooperation between Lithuania and China had been increasing on both - 
bilateral and multilateral - levels. (23 April 2015.) Read full news release. 

 “The past two decades of bilateral relations between Lithuania and Israel have been marked by 
dynamic and constantly expanding contacts in political, economic, cultural and educational spheres. I 
strongly hope that the newly opened Israeli embassy in Vilnius will further our cooperation, creating 
new opportunities for interaction.” (President Dalia Grybauskaitė, 22 April 2015.) Read full news 
release. 

 “What is happening off the coast of Lampedusa is a great disaster. This year alone the number of the 
refugees who died is as big as the number of victims of the Titanic tragedy. International criminals, 
human traffickers   carry out crimes against humanity. It is important not only to ensure that 
assistance is provided to refugees in distress, but also to fight those who are risking lives by illegal 
transportation of refugees. It is not enough to merely protect state borders to avoid immigrants, a 
wave of war refugees, to be more precise. We have to deal with the root causes and they are 
currently in the territory of Libya. The involvement of all international institutions is necessary. We 
believe that we must discuss the issue at the UN Security Council.” (Foreign Minister Linas 
Linkevičius 20 April 2015). Read full news release. 

 Permanent Representative of Lithuania to the UN, Ambassador Raimonda Murmokaitė said that the 
situation in the region [Middle East] had rarely been more dramatic. The worst humanitarian crisis 
ever is unfolding and human rights abuses are being committed. The situation is further compounded 
by the threat of radical extremism and terrorism spreading in the region. (22  April 2015). Read full 
news release. 

 Minister of Foreign Affairs of Lithuania Linas Linkevičius met with Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Estonia Keit Pentus-Rosimannus, who came to Lithuania for a working visit. The meeting focused on 
bilateral relations between Lithuania and Estonia, the security situation in Europe, the situation in 
Ukraine, relations with Russia, as well as cooperation in the implementation of strategic energy and 
transport projects. (22  April 2015). Read full news release. 

 “Thousands of women face real threats to their security and life in ongoing military conflicts in the 
world. But they bravely struggle for the future of their families and society. Our responsibility is to help 
them by creating the environment in which they could be active fighters for peace.” (President Dalia 
Grybauskaitė, 20 April 2015.) Read full news release. 

 

Media links 
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 On a visit to Chisinau, Grybauskaite spoke with correspondent Mihaela Gherasim of RFE/RL's 
Moldovan Service about the crisis in Ukraine, how Moldova can confront pressure from Moscow, and 
what Chisinau can expect at the EU's Eastern Partnership summit. Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, 
23 April 2015. Watch video. 

 Lithuania establishes cyber security council. Global Post, 23 April 2015. Read full article. 

 The situation in the Lithuanian gas market has changed materially in recent years and now it’s up to 
the country to decide where to buy gas, the country's energy minister has said in comments about 
antitrust charges on Wednesday filed by the European Commission (EC) against the Russian gas 
concern Gazprom. The Lithuania Tribune, 23 April 2015. Read full article. 

 Saudi King Salman bin Abdulaziz on Sunday has received Lithuania’s Foreign Minister Linas 
Linkevicius at his palace in the capital Riyadh. During the meeting, King Salman and Linkevicius 
discussed cooperation between the two countries and the latest regional and international 
developments. Al Arabiya, 26 April 2015. Read full article. 

 When attending the NATO Week opening event at the National University of Defence of Ukraine 
Minister of National Defence Juozas Olekas underlined that the Russian war in Ukraine had become 
an alarm signal for the whole of Europe and NATO. The Lithuania Tribune, 20 April 2015. Read full 
article. 

 Lithuania is ready to step up its involvement in migrant rescue missions and provide humanitarian aid 
as the European Unions mulls ways to deal with the migrant crisis in the Mediterranean Sea, 
Lithuanian President Dalia Grybauskaitė says. The Lithuania Tribune, 21 April 2015. Read full article. 

 A two-day Baltic Region Air Training Event (BRTE XX) is starting in the Baltic airspace on Tuesday, 
involving fighter jets from Belgium, Spain, Italy, Poland, Norway, Finland, Sweden and Germany. The 
Lithuania Tribune, 21 April 2015. Read full article. 

 Despite the Ukraine conflict, German companies continue to believe in the good prospects of the 
three Baltic markets. Nine out of ten German investors participating in the recent survey of the AHK 
Baltic States would re-invest in the region. The Lithuania Tribune, 21 April 2015. Read full article. 

 
 

On Twitter 

Follow us on Twitter: @LT_MFA_Stratcom 

 

Ukraine, Russia: 

 LT MFA STRATCOM @LT_MFA_Stratcom  ·  Apr 25 MT @SwedeninATOSCE: @LinkeviciusL on 
RU peacekeeping:"best peacekeepers:takes pieces of land & keep it!" #lennartmeri 

 LT MFA STRATCOM @LT_MFA_Stratcom  ·  Apr 25 FM @LinkeviciusL at #lennartmeri conf:  We 
should more persistent denying Kremlin monopoly on certain issues, like fight against fascism. WII 
was a joint victory, but now #Kremlin's supports extreme & fascists movements. 

 Lithuania MFA @LithuaniaMFA Apr 25.@LinkeviciusL:Gazprom abuses its dominant posit.in #gas 
market,Kremlin controlled TV abuses it's dominant posit.among RU speaking populat. 

 Lithuania MFA @LithuaniaMFA  ·   Apr 25 FM @LinkeviciusL at #lennartmeri Conf.:We must respect 
#freedomofspeech but #propaganda is not information, by acting to late we are loosing 

 LT MFA STRATCOM @LT_MFA_Stratcom  ·  Apr 24 #Russian #media refused to publish this Op-ed 
because of "Illegal annexation of #Crimea"... 
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/russia/documents/speeches/04-23_hod_op-ed.pdf … 
#freedomofspeech 

 Rolandas Kacinskas @RKacinskas ·  Apr 24 Study reveals #Russia spending big on military 
modernization | #France #Germany #Italy #UK http://www.sipri.org/media/website-photos/milex-
media-backgrounder-2015&n bsp;… 

 LT MFA STRATCOM @LT_MFA_Stratcom  ·  Apr 20 #Estonian PM: #Russian-speakers are better 
protected in #Baltics than in Russia. http://en.delfi.lt/nordic-baltic/estonian-pm-russian-speakers-are-
better-protected-in-baltics-than-in-russia.d?id=67734432 … 

 LT MFA STRATCOM @LT_MFA_Stratcom  ·  Apr 20 Officially they are not involved in E. #Ukraine. 
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Reality - #terrorist #террорист back home from "business 
trip".....https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=sBGV7o4x7eU … 

 LT MFA STRATCOM @LT_MFA_Stratcom  ·  Apr 21 The leaked e-mails illustrate #Kremlin's 
tightening grip on the #Russian #media and fear of #RussiaHolidays 
http://www.rferl.org/content/russia-media-oversight-zharov-leaked-e-mails-/26968041.html … 

 Lithuania in UN NY @LithuaniaUNNY  ·  Apr 20 Mtg w #FreeSavchenko supporters reminded: key 
2implement Minsk agreements; release all hostages, unlawfully detained 

 Eitvydas Bajarunas @EitvydasB  ·  Apr 20 Interesting. #Kaliningrad’s difficult plight between 
#Moscow and Europe http://www.ui.se/eng/upl/files/111799.pdf … @ResearchUI @IOldberg 
@LT_MFA_Stratcom 

 LT_OSCE @LT_OSCE  ·  Apr 23 Today @OSCE PC Lithuania has informed about financial support 
for OSCE PCU project in #Ukraine - Support for National Dialogue. #LTwithUA 

 RaMu @PRLTUN  ·  Apr 20 Russian court dismisses complaint by lawyers of #Ukrainian pilot Nadiya 
Savchenko regarding refusal to release her, says one of her lawyers 

 

Security and defence: 

 Vytas Leškevičius @Leskevicius  ·  Apr 22 Number of participating NATO allies increases each year 
just like intensity of #FlamingThunder exercise in #Lithuania 

 Linas Linkevicius @LinkeviciusL  ·  Apr 22  Expressed once again Lithuania's strong support to free 
Estonian police officer Kohver from illegal capture&custody in Russia. #freeKohver 

 Linas Linkevicius @LinkeviciusL  ·  Apr 21 Herzlich willkommen – 200 German soldiers arrived to 
Vilnius for a joint training with LT, US, Portuguese units. #NATOready @GermanyDiplo 

 Dalia Grybauskaitė @Grybauskaite_LT  ·  Apr 20 #OSCE #UNWomen conference in #Lithuania: 
there can be no security if women face violence&no peace if they are ignored. 

 Lithuania in NATO @LitdelNATO  ·  Apr 21 #EU planning to strike back at #Russian disinformation. 
Time for @NATO to join the effort. http://goo.gl/qwoI8c  

 Vytas Leškevičius @Leskevicius  ·  Apr 22  As always- a busy week for Allies conducting #Baltic Air 
Policing, @Lithuanian_MoD reports http://bit.ly/1IItpU8  

 

Energy Security: 

 Dalia Grybauskaitė @Grybauskaite_LT  ·  Apr 22 Finally @EU_Commission took on #Gazprom for 
its continuous abuse of dominant position. No future for #Kremlin political& energy blackmail 

 Eitvydas Bajarunas @EitvydasB  ·  Apr 22 Important. European @EU_Commission against 
#Gazprom: alleged abuse of dominance in gas market. http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-15-
4828_en.htm … 

 

Lithuanian economy, Euro: 

 Simonas Satunas @SimonasSatunas  ·  Apr 20 Why #TTIP matters? New #EC report on #EU 
exporting #SMEs to #US: 22% of Lithuanian exports 2 #US created by #SMEs 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pr ess-release_IP-15-4802_en.htm … 

 Simonas Satunas @SimonasSatunas  ·  Apr 20 New description 4 #TTIP: colossal #market of 850 
million consumers from #Hawaii to #Lithuania http://news.yahoo.com/eus-malmstroem-pleads-
support-us-trade-deal-fight-204022238.html?soc_src=mediacontentstory&soc_trk=tw … via 
@YahooNews 

 Simonas Satunas @SimonasSatunas  ·  Apr 22 #Lithuania #industrial Production Climbs In 
February 2015 #engineering http://www.rttnews.com/2484791/lithuania-industrial-production-climbs-
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in-february.aspx … #investments 

 

Bilateral relations, Regional cooperation: 

 Dalia Grybauskaitė @Grybauskaite_LT  ·  Apr 25 Our thoughts are with people of #Nepal. Deep 
condolences to the families of the earthquake victims. 

 Linas Linkevicius @LinkeviciusL  ·  Apr 24 We share #Armenians grief caused by horrifying events 
in 1915. World must do everything poss 2prevent such tragedies from ever happening 

 Linas Linkevicius @LinkeviciusL  ·  Apr 26 Honored to be received by HM King of #SaudiArabia 
@KingSalman. Agreed for more regular pol &econ contacts 

 Lithuania MFA @LithuaniaMFA  ·  Apr 22 #Estonia's FM @KeitPentus: #Lithuania and #Estonia 
have excellent bilateral relations, close co-operation in #transport, #energy sectors. 

 Lithuania MFA @LithuaniaMFA  ·  Apr 22 FM @LinkeviciusL: It is our common responsibility and we 
are ready to make our input unfolding #migrants crisis in the #Mediterranean Sea. 

 Linas Linkevicius @LinkeviciusL  ·  Apr 20 Thanks @MiroslavLajcak 4 arranging #EU meeting w our 
colleague #Beruchashvili. We must support #Georgia, while it faces creeping annexation 

 Dalia Grybauskaitė @Grybauskaite_LT  ·   Apr 22 Meeting with President Timofti: it is time for 
#Moldova withstand external pressure&follow its choice 

 Rolandas Kacinskas @RKacinskas  ·  Apr 20 4 wks ahead of the #Riga Summit, FMs of #EU & 
#EaP countries meet in #Luxembourg for strategic&ambitious partnership 

 

Other: 

 Linas Linkevicius @LinkeviciusL  ·  Apr 20 Roots of tragedy by #Lampedusa lays on the ground of 
#Libya. #EU must show solidarity w #Italy, all int community should act, incl #UNSC. 

 Lithuania in UN NY @LithuaniaUNNY  ·  Apr 21 DSG Elliason will brief UNSC on protection of 
journalists at debate in May under Lithuanian UNSC Presidency 

 LT_OSCE @LT_OSCE  ·  Apr 20 #UNSCR1325 in Vilnius. The impact of armed conflicts on women 
is a matter of international peace and security. 

 RaMu @PRLTUN  ·  Apr 20 In a statement members of #UNSC call 4unhindered humanitarian 
access 2 #YarmoukCamp, 4protection of civilians, implementation of resolutions 

 Lithuania in UN NY @LithuaniaUNNY  ·  Apr 25 READ full #Lithuania's statement delivered today at 
#UNSC open debate on #humanitarian situation in #Syria 
http://un.mfa.lt/missionny/en/news/lithuanias-statement-at-the-un-security-council-open-debate-on-
humanitarian-situation -in-syria … 
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